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ANNUAL REPORT. 

General Operations. — We have the past year pursued the even tenor 
of our way. We have published more tracts than usual, issued new editions 
of several stereotyped volumes, and nearly 90,000 copies of our periodical, 
besides a still larger amount of matter brought by our influence before the 
public through the periodical press; a sum total of several millions of tract 
pages. Besides one person in our Depository, and the services of our 
Treasurer as General Agent, and of our Secretary as a lecturer, and super- 
intendent of the Society's correspondence and publications, we have had in 
our employ, besides local agents, two lecturers during the year, and have 
also attempted, beyond our ordinary operations, several measures of much 
promise in the end to our cause, 

1. Action of Ecclesiastical Bodies. — Our Secretary brought the subject of 
peace anew before several of these bodies in New England, and obtained a 
prompt and cordial response. The Rev. E. W. Jackson, of the Methodist 
church, has also been employed to visit some twenty conferences, nearly all 
that there are in the free States, to lay the claims of this cause before them, 
and solicit their associated and individual co-operation. His mission is not yet 
finished ; but from the first, he has met with a cordial reception, and with a 
degree of success quite beyond our most sanguine expectations ; nor can we 
refrain from expressing the belief, that the large and widely influential body 
of Christians with whom he is associated, will ere-long come in solid 
columns to the vigorous and effective support of this great common cause. 
The Rev. Aaron Fostpr likewise brought the subject before the Synod of 
Genesee, N. Y., and readily secured the passage of favorable resolves. 

2. Testimonies of Eminent Men. — Mr. Foster, whose services for the 
Society began a short time before our last anniversary, selected a field 
somewhat new, and very difficult, but which he cultivated with an unex- 
pected degree of success. He first went to the capitol of our republic ; and 
having obtained the name of our most venerable statesman, John Qutncy 
Adams, to lead the van of testimonies in favor of peace, he procured a large 
number, more or less full and strong, from leading men both in state and 
church ; an array of testimonies against war, and in favor of peace, that 
well deserve to be read and pondered by the whole community. We will 
quote from Mr. Foster's report a few extracts, exhibiting the general 
results of his agency. 

" Daring the last spring and summer, I saw and conversed with a large 
majority of the prominent political men of our country, on the subject of 
permanent international peace ; and in the minds of many of them I found 
great maturity of thought and of faith in a plan for settling the differences 
among Christian nations without the sword. Our older statesmen, both at 
the North and the South, have reflected more profoundly on the evils of the 
war-system,, and understand them better than others. They are ripe for 
action in favor of permanent alliances with any other nations who will unite 
with us for securing permanent peace. Many of our younger statesmen are 
equally the friends of peace, and ready for action to secure the object. I 
rarely found any who did not decidedly believe the object of the American 
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Peace Society practicable, Christian, and certain to succeed. Some of these 
names, the most honorable and worthy in the republic, I should certainly 
mention, if they were not so numerous ; nor can I refrain from alluding to 
John Quincy Adams, who, after having written in my book his opinion in 
the strongest terms for universal peace, said, ' I desire that my name may 
remain there to be seen by my posterity, who will enjoy the blessing that I 
am now hoping for.' — Political men spoke of the influence of the friends of 
peace as of great national utility, in two directions; first, at home, and 
next, abroad. I also found the editors of our leading papers ready to insert 
articles advocating substitutes for war; and the people are beginning to believe 
that petitions on this subject to our State and national legislatures, will be 
of great service. — I fully believe in the success of this cause ; nor can I see 
that in any other benevolent enterprise is public opinion so rapidly changing, 
with so little exertion ; but the faith of Christians in the success of this 
cause is far behind the indications of God's providence." 

3. Petitions to Legislatures. — As rulers must decide every question of 
peace or war, and act as agents of the people in securing permanent substi- 
tutes for the sword, we have made some special efforts the last year to bring 
this subject before our State legislatures, preparatory to obtaining the 
decisive action of our national government. Petitions have been presented 
to the legislatures of several States ; and, though no action has yet been 
taken in response to these calls of the people, the subject has been received 
with a degree of favor which justifies the hope and belief, that all the State 
legislatures in our confederacy may be induced to pass resolves akin to those 
of the Massachusetts legislature in 1844, which so freely endorse, so strongly 
commend, the principle of substitutes for war that shall supersede entirely 
its alleged necessity, and secure all its legitimate objects far better than the 
sword ever has, or ever can. 

4. Enlistment of the Press. — This has been, from the first, our chief 
instrument. It was mainly through its agency that Worcester and Ladd 
reached the public mind ; and our periodicals, now numbering some 1500 
in all, and circulated in every nook and corner of our land, open so wide a 
door of usefulness, that we are extremely anxious to secure their general 
simultaneous co-operation in bringing this subject, by short, pithy and pop- 
ular articles, before the whole people at once. It would he a service of 
vast importance to our cause, but which, would cost editors very little labor, 
and no sacrifice of popularity or patronage. The plan, properly executed, 
would soon become decidedly popular ; for already are the' people waiting 
to secure from such sources information on this first want of the age, this 
grand leading interest of the world. A frequent repetition of brief, but 
pungent articles, occupying only a very small space in each paper, would 
prove in the end quite sufficient for our purpose. There must be line upon 
line, as the only way to bring or keep communities or individuals right on 
any subject like this. It is in the power of the periodical press to do all, or 
nearly all, we need. Let our twelve or fifteen hundred newspapers and 
other periodicals array themselves in one unbroken phalanx against war, 
and no war could ever sweep its besom of wrath over our land. Let them 
unite in like manner to bring the war -system under the ban of public opin- 
ion, and to substitute in its place methods of adjustment between nations, 
akin to our codes and courts of law for individuals in society; and ere-Iong 
would. these methods of peace supersede entirely and for ever, the savage, 
brutal arbitrament of the world. Already have we received most essential 
service from the periodical press ; and we have good reason to expect still 
more. The religious press has for years lent us very important aid ; and 
we have begun to solicit and receive similar aid from secular newspapers. 
Indeed, a few of the latter are already outstripping some of the former in 
their advocacy of this truly patriotic and evangelical enterprise. We might 
make honorable mention of a considerable number ; nor can we refrain from 
alluding to such as the New York Tribune, and the Christian Citizen, 
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neither of them a professedly religious paper, yet each diffusing more light 
and a better influence on this subject, than almost any religious periodical in 
the land. How strange that Christians will let any others go ahead of 
them in an enterprise so peculiarly their own ! A part of the religious 
press has done a great deal for our cause ; it is a marvel to us, and will 
seem to future ages quite incredible, that any newspaper, edited by a 
follower of the Prince of Peace, and devoted to the advocacy of his peaceful 
religion, could have been, in the meridian of the nineteenth century, 
reluctant to plead earnestly a cause so strictly, so eminently Christian. 
The religious press alone, if as united and zealous on this subject as they 
now are on some other topics, could easily insure the permanent peace of 
our country, and put an end, erelong, to the war system itself. Already 
has it done much for this cause ; but it could, with perfect ease, do ten or 
even fifty times as much, and thus set a worthy and influential example to 
the secular press. 

5. Volume of Peace Tracts. — We have long felt the want of short, perti- 
nent, well-written tracts, covering all the main practical points of our cause, 
first for general circulation in separate form, and then put into a volume, 
and sent to leading men, to all our permanent libraries, and to every mission 
from this country among the heathen. Such seed might not ripen quite so 
soon as some others ; but the ultimate results would doubtless be more 
sure, more lasting, and more important to our cause. ,Such a volume would 
be an Encyclopedia of Peace, and would furnish in a small space the expla- 
nations, facts and arguments which the best minds in the community are 
fast coming to demand. It is needed in all our higher seminaries of learn- 
ing, where the subject of peace is frequently coming up in a variety of forms 
for investigation and debate. It will be of essential service to editors, 
authors and others, who do so much to give law to public sentiment on all 
questions of this sort. 

We congratulate the Society on the progress already made in this service. 
Our Secretary, authorized in conjunction with a committee, to procure a 
series of tracts, has already stereotyped, mostly at his own pecuniary risk, 
about fifty, making a volume of nearly 500 oages, from some of ihe best 
writers that any age or country has produced ; from Erasmus, and Neckar, 
and Hall, and Chalmers, and Bogue, and Clarkson, and Gurney, on 
the other side of the Atlantic, and among ourselves, from Worcester, and 
Ladd, and Channing, and Payson, and several of our ablest and most 
eloquent living authors. This rare constellation of genius and learning, 
philanthropy and taste, we shall embody in a pregnant volume, and send to 
our leading men, to all our public libraries, and to every American mission 
among the heathen, just as soon as we can get the means ; nor do we see 
in what way our wealthy friends could appropriate one or two thousand 
dollars to better purpose, than in thus sending such a manual of peace 
through the land and world, to make the master-minds of the next genera- 
tion spontaneous and effective advocates of this heaven-born cause. 

Funds. — It will be seen, at a glance, that oiir present scale of operations, 
though far too small for the exigencies of our cause, would require some 
ten or twenty thousand dollars a year to sustain it with a proper degree of 
vigor ; but in no year has this Society yet received so large a sum as four 
thousand dollars ; and we submit to our friends whom God has enriched with 
the abundant fruits of peace, whether they can make a better use of their 
surplus wealth, than by a large increase of their contributions to a cause so 
worthy, and so much in want of their generous aid. A few have begun to 
render us such aid ; and besides a donation of $125 from William Rotchb, 
Jr., of New Bedford, we acknowledge with pleasure $100 from Anson G. 
Phelps, Esq., of New York city, and $100 from Henry Dwight, Esq., of 
Geneva, N. Y., to aid in carrying into effect the plan of securing a general 
advocacy of our cause by the periodical press. 
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Foreign Operations. — From our co-workers in other countries we have 
received, during the year, cheering- accounts. The London Society, the 
main-spring of this cause in the Old World, has not only enlarged its opera- 
tions at home, and pursued them with increased energy and success, but 
has sent its Foreign Secretary upon a long tour over the continent of 
Europe, where he established several societies, circulated at important 
points a large number of peace publications, and opened new channels of 
communication and influence on the subject. A society, distinct from that 
of Christian Morals, and devoted exclusively to the cause of peace, has 
been established at Paris under favorable auspices. Our cause is steadily 
advancing on the continent, while in England its friends have been more 
active and more successful than ever. Weekly lectures have been delivered 
in London; and in other cities of the United Kingdom have similar services 
been performed more extensively than ever before. Onr English brethren 
have repeatedly and earnestly petitioned Parliament on the subject of peace, 
especially on the difficulties at one time so threatening between England 
and France, against the proposed increase of the navy, and on a variety of 
other topics connected with this cause. They also sent to Hayti an able 
and well-timed memorial, which was received with marked favor, was 
circulated there by thousands, and exerted a benign influence in favor of the 
peace which has ever since continued on that island. These services, in 
fulfilment of special recimmendations by the First General Peace Conven- 
tion in 1813, are worthy of all imitation, and would, if performed with 
equal wisdom and zeal by the friends of peace in every country, exert an 
important, perhaps decisive, influence on the peace of the civilized world. 

Royal Visits. — The Queen of England led the way in this new fashion 
of our peaceful age, by visiting Louis Philippe ; and not only did the King 
of the French return the compliment last year, to the great gratification of 
all parties, but the Czar of Russia also paid a visit to her Majesty, and thus 
contributed not a little to strengthen the bonds of amity between their 
respective countries. This is a new development, and, slight as it may 
seem, will doubtless exert an important influence on the future peace of 
Europe. Nations cannot fight while their sovereigns are interchanging 
such courtesies ; the recollection of them will render both rulers and people 
more averse to drawing the sword ; and, if the interchanges of commerce, 
and literature, and travel, tend to prevent war, still more will these royal 
visits serve as guaranties for the continuance of peace. 

Political Events. — We have no time to review in detail the political, 
international movements of the last year ; but every one knows that the 
general peace of Christendom has been preserved amid occasions of dispute, 
complaint and collision that would, fifty or thirty years ago, have certainly 
involved its leading nations in war. The differences between England and 
France about Tahiti and other matters, between ourselves and England 
about Oregon, and between us and Mexico respecting Texas, would ere 
this have embroiled half of Christendom, had the general tone of feeling 
been what it once was. In two of these cases, the dispute is still pending ; 
but, having had no serious fears about a war in either case, we have not 
deemed it wise or necessary to interfere by any direct publication, as we 
promptly and successfully did in the case of a threatened war respecting our 
north-eastern boundary. 

Whatever may be the result in either of these cases, let us see what 
would have been the certain effect of adopting in season some of the sim- 
plest and easiest remedies long urged upon governments by the friends of 
peace. One is, for them to insert in every treaty a clause, binding the 
parties to settle whatever disputes may arise between them, not by the 
sword, but by umpires mutually chosen, and to claim, if dissatisfied, only 
a renewal or a change of the reference. Had our last treaty with Mexico 
contained this simple provision, it would doubtless have averted all danger 
of war, and left the parties to adjust their difficulties at their leisure, without 
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embroiling the two nations, or occasioning any suspension of friendly inter- 
coarse, or the slightest interruption of commerce, or of any useful pursuits. 
Such a provision would have been in effect a court of chancery for the 
peaceful rectification of any mistakes committed by either party, or by both. 
If we have been wrong in our measures for the annexation of Texas, or 
Mexico wrong in her refusal to acknowledge the independence of Texas, 
and thus leave her free to take her own course, the error could, by such a 
reference, have been amicably corrected to the satisfaction of both parties. 

If, however, we had come to blows, another measure of ours would have 
stripped the war of not a few of its worst, evils. We have insisted on the 
abolition of privateering, the practice of governments in war issuing letters of 
marque and reprisals to legalize a species of wholesale robbery and murder, 
for the gratification of individual cupidity and national revenge. Let this 
practice cease, and the persons, the property and the pursuits of all non- 
combatants would be as safe on sea as they now are on land, and 
the entire business of both nations, of the whole world, might go on with 
little, if any interruption. Nearly all the evils of the war would thus be 
confined to the actual combatants, to the men hired to shoot and be shot for 
so much a day. Bad enough would this alone be ; but a war thus waged 
would leave commerce to unfurl its canvass without fear on every sea, and 
barter its commodities in every port ; nor would auriculturp, or manufactures, 
or v trade in any of its channels, or business in any of its departments, or the 
great moral movements of the age, its enterprises of benevolence and 
refurm, be seriously crippled or checked. 



VOLUME OF TRACTS. 

This volume is not quite complete ; but, having reached the fiftieth 
tract, we subjoin their titles, and a brief allusion to their respective contents. 

1. Cause op Peace: , 8 pp. — Its origin ; its history ; its object ; its prin- 
ciples; the means it employs ; ecclesiastical commendations of it. 

2. A Sketch of War : what it is, and what it does ; 12 pp. — Its waste of 
property ; its havoc of life ; some specimens of what it inflicts both on its 
agents and its victims. 

3. Testimonies against War; 12 pp. — From eminent men both 
ancient and modern ; warriors, statesmen, philosophers, men of letters, 
Christian ministers ; all designed to array public sentiment against the custom. 

4. War and the Bible; 4 pp. — Its contrariety first to the decalogue, 
and next to the New Testament, shown by instances ; a brief but vivid 
exhibition. 

5. War Curable ; 12 pp. — Showing the possibility of its abolition, from 
the nature of the case, from the history of similar reforms, from the promises 
of the Bible, from the influences now at work through the world. 

6. Four Aspects of War; 4 pp. — Brief, strong and rather startling 
exhibitions of war in contrast with the gospel. 

7. Universal Peace, By David Bogue, D. D., long the venerable 
President of the Missionary Seminary at Gosport, England; 12 pp. — Ster- 
eotyped at the expense of Rev. Dr. Malcom, of Kentucky, and of William 
Reynolds, Esq., of Boston. — An able, general plea for universal and 
permanent peace ; showing its possibility, urging its claims on all Christians, 
and meeting a variety of objections. 

8. Military Discipline ; 12 pp. — Sketching the general treatment, 
especially the punishment which soldiers and seamen receive under the 
war -system; a series of harrowing details. 

9. Erasmus on War ; 4 pp. — Brief, but eloquent and thrilling extracts 
from a most admirable writer, the prince of scholars, and day-star of the 
reformation, and of modern literature. 



